
North Dakota Fur Hunters and Trappers Association   11-24-21 
 
President’s Report – 
 
Just a few things to cover with this report: 
 
If you’d like to donate one or more carcass animals from trapping season this 
year, we’ve got a use for them. The animals will be used in future fur harvester 
education classes and fur handling events. Animals should be in good condition 
and preferably double bagged, compressed, and frozen. Pelt donations are 
always welcome and are a huge benefit to our education program. Some are 
tanned to compliment collections used for education or sold through Fur 
Harvesters Auctions. Those returns are dedicated to our education program.  
 
The association elections will be held at our annual meeting this winter. The 
President and Treasurer (Phil Mastrangelo) positions are open for the general 
membership election; and District 2 (Bob Lee) and District 4 (Kyle Krebs) Director 
nominations are open for those respective districts. Nominations should be sent 
to: NDFHTA, POB 334, Butte, ND 58723 or to me by e-mail. Check with your 
nominee to make sure they are interested in seeking election or re-election. 
Nominations for President and Treasurer can come from the general 
membership - nominations for the director positions must come from a member 
in the respective district. Nominations are due by December 31, 2021. Ballots will 
be included in the winter issue of the Dakota Skinner. 
 
If you have any ideas for the winter meet, please pass them along to your district 
director. If there is something you’d like to see or do while there, please let us 
know. It’s your winter meet, let’s make it the best one yet! 
 
The weather forecast for December looks as though it will favor extended upland 
bird hunting activity. Please make sure your cable devices and trapping 
operations are such as to avoid any conflict. Please let me know if you hear of 
some trouble brewing on the horizon. 
 
Some good news recently. North Dakota Game and Fish Department will fund a 
marten research project in the Turtle Mountains beginning in 2022. A quick 
synopsis for the project provided by Furbearer Biologist Stephanie Tucker states 
“Our research will focus on estimating density over multiple years. By estimating 
density for multiple years while simultaneously examining survival rates, we can 
responsibly determine whether a regulated trapping season is prudent and 
feasible.  If so, the density estimates will also afford us the ability to establish a 
sustainable harvest limit for a regulated trapping season. The spatial mark-
recapture (using hair snares and genetic analysis) for this research will take 
place over the next 3 summers, with the final report due from Michigan State 
University by 6/30/2025. There is a chance we may have enough analysis 
completed by the spring of 2025 to move forward with a season proposal for 



fall/winter of 2025.” I have offered our availability for anything that needs to be 
built, placed, maintained, and any other grunt work that is needed throughout the 
research project. 
 

In closing, appreciate your time in the field and share your experiences. 
Remember to keep your membership current so you stay informed and 
encourage others to join this great organization. Until next time, take care and be 
safe.  
 
Respectfully, Rick   


